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FOREWORD

The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) is here, once
again with its development and governance blueprint for the
period 2025 to 2030. This Manifesto reflects DPPs beliefs and
values which are grounded on people-centered development
approaches, long term infrastructure developments, people-
driven economic paradigms, and a culture of respect for human
rights and human dignity for all. This is in line with the Malawi
2063, and its First 10-year Implementation Plan (MIP-1), as
guided by the Political Parties (Amendment) Act, No.1 of 2022.

Our country has structural challenges that make it
vulnerable to exogenous shocks resulting in hunger, disease
and unemployment. But this is the reason Malawi has the
DPP and its leadership to end the vicious cycle. While the DPP
government ensured that nobody died of hunger throughout
its reign of office from 2014 to 2020, focus in the coming years
will be on sustainable development.

We stabilized the economy and embarked on sustainable
development, which unfortunately the current government
has almost collapsed. The DPP will build resilience to natural
disasters and get the country ready for a productive nation that
will compete and progress on the global scale. We are the DPP,
and we deliver what we promise.
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Under the DPP, Malawi will graduate into an inclusively
wealthy and self-reliant industrialised upper-income country by.
Just like the DPP pledged in 2019 to turn Malawi into a middle-
income country by 2030, we are here to continue a Government
that the people of Malawi want; a Government they can trust, a
Government that will continue to deliver on its promises.

The DPP has been tried and tested and has proved its
worth. At the time we formed government in 2014, we found a
broken economy, with inflation at 27 percent and we reduced
it to single digits; we inherited a country with debt levels equal
to the size of the national budget, and a country with foreign
exchange cover of less than one month. Donors who had been
supporting 40 percent of the budget had just deserted our
country because of the infamous cashgate which occurred
under the previous government at that time. Further, in less than
a year in office, floods and later drought hit the country and left
more than half of the population at the risk of starvation. Yet,
we prevailed over these challenges, we worked hard, and God
had always been on our side to the extent that we left a stable
and growing economy in 2020.

Our country has once again been plunged into a deep
economic, social and political crisis by the Malawi Congress
Party government. The current government is led by a Party
which has proven beyond reasonable doubt that it is the



most incompetent, wasteful and inhuman political party ever
to have led our country. We will be going to the Presidential,
Parliamentary and Local Government elections in September
2025 with inflation above 30%, youth unemployment at over
90%, public debt at more than MK16 trillion (80 percent of GDP
and growing), and endemic foreign exchange shortages. The
Malawi economy is in a state of a crisis; the economy is broken.

The Democratic Progressive Party promises only what
it can deliver. In 2014 we made and fulfilled promises to
drastically reduce the number of households which were
perpetually without food; promises to ensure security to
individuals, households and businesses; promises on ICT and
road infrastructure; promises to revamp the health sector and
promises to consolidate the gains made in the education sector
for the full realization of human capital development; promises
to fight corruption, promises on public sector reforms; decent
and affordable housing; and cash transfers to the poor and
elderly; promises on farm input subsidy programme; promises
on community colleges; and many more.

We promised to turn the economy around and set the
country on the path to sustainable growth and development.
We have delivered on all these, despite some bottlenecks and
structural constraints we faced.

This manifesto is about a comprehensive economic
empowerment programme targeting all the people with
deliberate focus on the youth. The DPP government will
focus on programmes that will spur growth and address the
bottlenecks to growth and development. These include the
MW2063’s three Pillars, namely: Agricultural Productivity and
Commercialisation; Industrialisation; and Urbanisation.
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Specific supportive programs have been constructed in
the ten MW2063 Enablers, namely: Mindset Change; Rule of
Law; Security, International cooperation and diaspora, Public
Sector Performance; Private Sector Dynamism; Human Capital
Development; Education, Health, Youth, Women Empowerment,
Disadvantaged Persons, Environmental Sustainability; Non-
State Actors and the Creative Arts.

With this Manifesto we mean business. Our development
will be rooted in the people we will be serving. We will create
sustainable jobs. We will decentralize our budgets in real sense.

We will allocate K5 billion every year to each and every
constituency, that is, K2.25 billion to be spent in every ward
every year. In addition, each constituency will be allocated
K100 million every year for our youths to access soft loans for
businesses. Every constituency will also be allocated K100
million for businesses operated by women.

The DPP understands that we have a lot of untapped skills
in this country. This is why every year, each constituency will be
allocated K50 million for sports and creative arts. We will also
promote artificial intelligence and digital transformation.

Through this decentralization model, at least 229
professionals will be recruited as Executive Directors together
with thousands of engineers, doctors, nurses, auditors,
researchers, artisans, and many more. These will be based at
constituency offices across the country.

The DPP is people-centred.

At the international level, the DPP Manifesto reflects our
belief in multilateralism and the need to turn Malawi into an
active player in economic globalization. Consequently, this
Manifesto establishes a platform for the domestication of the



United Nations (UN) 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the 2063 African Union Agenda, the Istanbul Programme
of Action (IPoA), the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA), the
Southern African Development Community Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan (SADC RISDP), the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Treaty, the
African Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) just to mention a
few. The DPP believes that Malawi is not an island, but is an
integral member of the international community.

On behalf of the mighty Democratic Progressive Party, |
am happy to invite all Malawi citizens within and outside the
country, to join the winning party, the DPP, and to participate in
the political, economic and social development of our country. |
also cordially welcome Malawi citizens of European, American,
Asian, other African and Arabic descent who have made their
home in Malawi or who are residing here, to join hands with the
DPP so that together we can build our country for the benefit of
our children, our grandchildren and for all generations to come.
Now that the DPP government realized our dream for Dual-
Citizenship which is now legalized; and with Patriotism, Integrity
and Hard Work as our development pillars, with Agricultural
productivity and commercialisation; Industrialisation and
Urbanisation we will transform Malawi within the shortest time
possible. The DPP is set and ready to transform Malawi into an
inclusively wealthy and self-reliant industrialised upper-middle
income country enroute to 2063.

H.E. PROF. ARTHUR PETER MUTHARIKA
PRESIDENT, DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE PARTY,
PAGE HOUSE, MANGOCHI, MALAWI
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OUR COLLECTIVE VISION
An inclusively wealthy and self-reliant Nation
OUR MISSION

Our mission is to facilitate self-sufficiency and instil self-
confidence through people-driven governance structures,
transparency and accountability systems, and a deeper sense
of socio-economic independence in Malawians. This will be
achieved by creating a conducive environment for wealth
creation, hard work, and sustainable pro-growth jobs. We will
also redistribute wealth and increase the supply of quality goods
and services for both domestic and international markets while
making Malawi open for trade and investment.

OUR PLEDGE

We will make Malawi hunger-free again, and stabilise and
grow the economy.

We will desire and resolve to be an inclusively wealthy
and self-reliant industrialized upper-middle-income country by
the year 2063, so we can fund our development needs primarily
by ourselves. Our manufacturing industry shall have strong
forward and backward linkages with the sectors that will drive
it. We shall achieve this Vision through collective effort and shall
not allow any state or non-state actor to derail us.
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We will deliver people-centered development; and
practice developmentally-driven politics. We shall provide sound
political and economic leadership and work with all Malawians,
thereby consolidating peace, harmony, security and stability as
the basis for prosperity of our country. Most fundamental of all,
we pledge to walk the talk and turn our development promises
into real benefits for the people. Our pedestal shall continue to
be Patriotism, Integrity and Hardwork.

OUR CALL FOR UNITY

In the spirit of progress and the well-being of every
Malawian, we in the DPP, realize that our shared commitment to
the future of this beautiful country transcends tribal and political
differences. Whether we sit on the benches of government or
opposition, we should all share one common goal: to serve the
people of Malawi with integrity, dedication, and vision. Our
differences should not be barriers to progress, but opportunities
to enrich our nation’s collective wisdom.

In unity, we find strength. In strength, we build a prosperous
Malawi for today, and for future generations.
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Malawi remains one of the least developed countries in
the world. This is unacceptable and must change. The DPP
will transform this country into an inclusively wealthy and self-
reliant industrialized upper-middle-income country in line with
the Malawi 2063.

As a direct consequence of the fractured political
economic history inherited from the Kamuzu Banda regime,
Malawi relies on agriculture for employment of most of our
people and as a source of foreign exchange. We do very little
value addition and light manufacturing. Since our agriculture is
largely rain-fed, the economy is vulnerable to weather-related
shocks and depleting natural resources.

The DPP understands that Malawi's economic
performance has historically been constrained by poor
infrastructure, policy inconsistency, corruption, high population
growth, macroeconomic instability, natural disasters, and poor
health and education outcomes that limit labour productivity.
The DPP further knows that our country has potential for
growth in other productive sectors of manufacturing, tourism
and mining; but the efforts employed so far have not been as
effective due to lack of political will and outright leadership
incompetence, unreliable and inadequate energy supply,
inadequate skills, inconsistent planning and underdeveloped
financial sector, among others.

Malawi’s population currently stands at just over 22
million and is projected to be 24 million by the year 2030 and
45 million by 2063. In 2025, women comprise 51 percent of the
population. Further, 51 percent of the population is below the
age of 18, putting Malawi at a high youth dividend advantage.
Most Malawians live in rural areas, but this fact is fast changing
with an annual urban growth rate higher than 5 percent and
by the end of 2025, absolute urban growth will have exceeded
rural growth.

In 2014 - 2019 we promised to transform the country
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through our 2014 Elections Campaign Manifesto. Most of the

promises were fulfilled:

- No person died of hunger, despite the country having been
exposed to droughts and floods;
We decreased our reliance on rainfed agriculture by 13
percent, with 116,000 hectares of land put under irrigation;
We brought down Inflation rate from 27 percent in 2014 to
single digit in 2020;
We had foreign Exchange that could support more than six
months of imports into our country, compared to less than
one month that we found in 2014.
We constructed 20 Community Colleges across the country,
and we were in the process of constructing 8 more in 2020;
Over6,000youthswere trained invarious technical, vocational
and entrepreneurial skills More than 25,000 students got
enrolled in our public universities compared to about 10,000
students that were enrolled in 2014,

In line with the DPP’s belief to protect the right to housing,
22,000 households comprising old people, child-headed
families, widows, persons with albinism, and the extremely
poor are now living in decent houses built under the Decent
and Affordable Housing Program (DAHP) popularly known as
Malata and Cement Subsidy programme.

Under the DPP government, the Malawi economy was once the
fastest growing in the SADC region.

We rehabilitated and constructed major roads across the
country such as the Chikhwawa - Ngabu - Bangula road;
the Lilongwe West Bypass road; Zomba - Blantyre road;
Upgrading of the Jenda - Edingeni road; Milepa - Chiradzulu
road; the Zomba - Jali - Phalombe - Chitakale road; Thyolo
- Thekerani - Muona - Makhanga road; Liwonde - Mangochi
road; Lilongwe Old Airport - Kasiya - Kasungu road; Mzuzu
- Nkhatabay road; Karonga - Songwe road; Njakwa -
Livingstonia road; Thabwa - Chitseko - Seveni road. We also



constructed over 100 bridges across the country; including
the Chapananga bridge.

The DPP secured funding for the rehabilitation of the
following roads: (1) Mchinji round about to Kanengo (China
Aid); (2) M1 from Kanengo to Karonga (European Investment
Bank) and; (3) rehabilitation of the Kamuzu Procession Road
(Japanese Aid)

DPP in 2018 secured a grant from USAID on the
construction of 250 secondary schools distributed across the
193 constituencies and MCP Government failed to construct
151 secondary schools under the programme and were
therefore withdrawn. Further to this, through the EQUALS
project under the World Bank, we secured construction of
100 Community Day Secondary Schools.

The DPP Government expanded infrastructure and
programmes in all constituent colleges of public universities
in order to increase intake and provide modern equipment.
These are Chancellor College, the Polytechnic, College
of Medicine, Bunda College, Kamuzu College of Nursing,
Natural Resources College, Mzuzu University and Malawi
University of Science and Technology (MUST).

In 2019, the DPP Government unbundled the University
of Malawi into three distinctive universities; University of
Malawi (formerly Chancellor College), Malawi University of
Business and Applied Sciences( formerly Polytechnic) and
Kamuzu University of Health Sciences (formerly College of
Medicine and Kamuzu College of Nursing). The process has
made these universities stand alone and increased staffing
levels as well as increased access to university education.

We abolished the Quota System of selecting students for
secondary as well as tertiary education, as introduced by
MCP Government in 1987.

We rehabilitated and constructed roads in all the four
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